










CEO's

REPORT
Dear members, colleagues in the outdoor sector and supporters of the Australian Camps Association,

 

Welcome to the Australian Camps Association’s 2018-19 Annual Report. As always, the Annual Report is a

combination of looking back (what have we achieved in the 2018-19 Financial Year), and looking forward

(what are our ambitions and strategies for the year to come), with some reflections along the way.

 

Firstly, and most importantly, I want to thank all of our members and partners for your ongoing support of

the Association, which has enabled us to go from strength to strength on your behalf. It’s been a great

year and one that has given us a very stable and secure platform from which to invest in future program

development and services that will help shape the sector in the coming years.

 

Probably the biggest event for the year for ACA staff and members was the biennial National Conference,

held at ACA member Oaks Oasis in Caloundra, Queensland at the end of June. Strong attendance from

members from around the country and tremendous support from our partners and trade exhibitors

enabled us to put on a really memorable Conference in an excellent location, even if the weather didn’t

entirely live up to the Sunshine Coast’s reputation. The ACA is all about community – ours and the ones

that we serve – and an event such as this one enables us all to gather to learn, exchange ideas, enjoy each

other’s company and to engage with friends old and new. This we certainly did! Planning has already

commenced for the next National Conference, which will be held in regional Victoria in 2021.

 

When I wrote this piece for last year’s edition of the Annual Report, I remarked that our own People

Outdoors, the branch of the Association that specialises in delivering outdoor programs for people with a

disability (with the assistance of member camps) had begun engaging with the NDIS. Now, a year later,

we have fully transitioned to NDIS funded programs and, thanks to a lot of hard work from the team, we

are steaming ahead. No similar organisation has had an easy transition and it is a great source of

satisfaction to us that we have managed to not just survive but thrive in this challenging environment.

 

Our camps for older people, the Great Getaways, are a similar story. We’ve run regular Great Getaways

throughout the year and have helped many older Australians try new things, meet like-minded people

and build their strength, flexibility and endurance. The idea is to help people stay fit, active and socially

connected as they age – all key indicators of wellbeing and all key to staying independent and healthy as

long as possible.

 

I mention both People Outdoors and the Great Getaways here because, whilst they have been purely

Victorian programs up ‘til now, we are edging ever closer to rolling them out on a national scale. After all,

we have the member camps we need for these programs all around the country, as well as the same need

from older people and people with a disability in every state.

 

Another key piece of work for this financial year was the introduction of our new website and associated

Client Relationship Management system. Apart from a fresh new look, the website and its member portal

is far better placed to meet the needs of our three key constituents – the public (groups of all kinds

looking to connect with camps), our members (helping them deliver the best possible service for those

groups) and the government, who are always looking for ways to support their own policy platforms (eg

inclusion)...
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In early 2019 we welcomed our 'new look '  website.







 

How you can support the work of the

AUSTRALIAN CAMPS
ASSOCIATION

The ‘not-for-profit’ Australian Camps Association (ACA) is the national peak body for camps and associated

providers. We develop, support and promote the delivery of camp experiences that provide positive community,

social and personal outcomes.

 

Membership is open to camp operators, activity providers and individuals or organisations with an interest in

camps. Today we provide information, training, resources and services to well over 240 members located across

the country.

 

For more information about membership with the ACA, please contact our Membership Manager, Stephen

Hamilton on 03 9863 6822 or visit www.auscamps.asn.au/about/join-aca

Become a 

MEMBER

People Outdoors runs camping programs for people with a disability from six years of age to adulthood. Camp

programs of varying length provide people with disabilities the opportunity to experience the social and

developmental benefits of adventure outdoors. 

 

People Outdoors utilises the services of many dedicated Volunteers to ensure that our programs operate to a high

standard. As the number of different programs that we offer increases so does our need for more Volunteers -

recruitment is a constant and ongoing process.

 

Volunteers need to be at least 16 years of age and be willing and able to provide support to our campers. Groups

stay in bunkhouse accommodation at ACA member campsites and all transport, accommodation and meal costs

are covered for Volunteers.

 

For more information on Volunteering opportunities, please contact the People Outdoors Office on 03 9863 6824.

Volunteer your Time with 

PEOPLE OUTDOORS

Our charity, the People Outdoors Fund, exists to assist financially disadvantaged individuals with a disability to

attend People Outdoors camps by contributing to their travel, support and other program expenses. Individuals

apply to the Fund for support on a case by case basis.

 

All donations to this worthy cause are gratefully received.  To donate, please go to

www.givenow.com.au/acapeopleoutdoors

Contribute to the

PEOPLE OUTDOORS FUND
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